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Expert Working Group: Clinical Scope of Practice

TERMS OF REFERENCE (Proposed)
This Terms of Reference (TOR) documents should be read in conjunction with: 
· the Dietitians Australia Constitution, 
· Dietitians Australia Conflict of Interest Management Policy 
· Dietitians Australia Code of Conduct for dietitians and nutritionists 
· National Competency Standards for Dietitians in Australia
ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
To provide national leadership, collaboration and guidance on the evolving standard and extended scope of practice remit of dietitians in Australia.

This Expert Working Group is not a decision-making body; nor does it have substantive executive function. 

Its responsibility is to: 

1. Develop a nationally consistent definition and framework of full and extended scope of practice of a dietitian and propose how it may function alongside the National Competency Standards for Dietitians in Australia.
2. Provide advice to Dietitians Australia on any undertakings (including advocacy, education, training and credentialling) related to the full and extended scope of practice of dietitians.
3. Ensure the consistent usage of definitions and frameworks developed by this group and act as custodian and advisor to all Dietitians Australia’s Communities of Practice and Interest Groups regarding full and extended scope of practice.
This group operates to: 
1. Set a national framework for scope and extended scope of practice that can be applied, customised and scaled at speciality and State/ Territory level that supports dietitians’ career journeys.
2. Provide clarity on what capabilities and practice is within full and extended scope of practice for a dietitian.
3. Provide input into relevant Dietitians Australia’s strategic planning processes.

This group is accountable to:  
· The Dietitians Australia CEO and Board 
MEMBERSHIP
Chair/ Co-chair persons (up to 2 co-chairs)

Members:
· Up to tennine (109) members in total (including Chair/ Co-chairs)
· Rural remote and regional practising dietitian
· A representative from private practice, 
· A representative with clinical governance expertise
· An academic representative from nutrition and dietetics discipline 
· A representative from a state/ territory health service
· A consumer representative
· An independent/ external representative with expertise and experience in allied health extended scope of practice
· A supervision expert
· A representative from the Regulatory Services Unit at Dietitians Australia (ex officio)

Membership term: 
· Minimum of 3 years (members)/ 4 years (co-chairs)
· Appointments can be extended for a further 2 years, subject to DA approval 
· Expression of Interest (EOI) from Dietitians Australia members (except independent/ external representative) consistent with DA processes.
· Members are expected: 
· To actively contribute to agreed outcomes 
· Attend at least 5 meetings per annum
· Communicate agreed activities within their specific network or reporting line
FUNCTIONS
MEETINGS

AGENDA & MINUTES
Circulated by Secretariat at least five working days prior to meeting; agreed at the subsequent meeting. 

FREQUENCY
The Expert Working Group will meet Bi-monthly
Meetings will take place virtually, with face-to-face options where feasible.

QUORUM
50% of total approved membership (including chair) plus one.

A proxy may be suggested by a member with prior agreement by the Co-chair/Chair 
DECISION-MAKING
The nature of the work undertaken by this group requires extensive consultation with a broader stakeholder group including the DRNC, Dietitians Australia staff, membership as well as independent or institutional stakeholders. 
Decisions will generally be made by consensus. 
If consensus cannot be reached, a majority vote of the members present will determine the outcome. 
In the event of a tie, the Chair or Co-chairs will have the casting vote.

REPORTING
The Chair(s) will provide progress updates, as required, to Dietitians Australia through recognised reporting channels, including the DNRC and Board.

In line with requirements of all committees, a summary of all activities and recommendations will be provided for Dietitians Australia’s annual report.
REVIEW
Review TOR annually or as required for relevance and priorities.
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